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God’s Program to Save Began in a Garden

The problem started there

The promise started there

“What’s the program?”  Have you heard someone ask that question?  It would likely come from someone who is used to sitting down at a conference table for a meeting and immediately notices the printed agenda right there on the table, or from someone who attends concerts or plays or musicals and is used to receiving printed material which will indicate the order of events, or from an architect who can’t design a building unless informed how the building will be used.  I’ve heard the question, “What’s the program?” as a colloquial expression for, “Tell me who’s in charge here, how things are going to be done, and what’s going to happen.”

There are probably lots of questions some people would like to ask of God, like: “How did you decide the number of planets in this solar system?”  “Why do you allow innocent people to die in disasters?”  “Why can’t I find a marriage partner?”  But the biggest question of all is, “What’s the program?” that is, “What is your plan to rescue people from the ultimate bad and to get them into the ultimate good?”

Members who have participated in our “Bible Information Class” have heard the pastor state that if you understand the first three chapters of the Bible, you will have a good handle on all the rest of Scripture.  Today we have an opportunity to review and renew our appreciation for what Scripture is all about, what life is all about, and what our ultimate destiny is all about by exploring a portion of the third chapter of the Bible.  

The problem started there
The world into which God placed Adam and Eve was a most wonderful place.  There they enjoyed perfect weather, perfect surroundings, perfect harmony between people and animals, perfect love for each other, and on top of all that, a perfect bond of love and trust with God himself.  "God saw all that he had made, and it was very good" (Gn 1:31).  Everything was good - no pain, no problems - everything was very, very good.

Then suddenly, faster than a surprise June downpour, everything was bad, very, very bad.  Satan, in the form of a snake, spoke to Eve and got her to think that God didn’t know what he was talking about.  Though God had commanded Adam and Eve, “You must not eat from the tree … for when you eat of it you will surely die” (Gn 2:17), Satan convinced Eve that God was holding out on her, that he had something up his sleeve, that if she ate of that one special tree she’d get super, God-like power, that if she took the initiative, if she did something, if she ate of the tree, she would be going up and would improve her status.

No stakes of any game of chance have ever been as high as the stakes which Adam and Eve gambled away.  They gambled with their lives and the lives of all people ever to be born on this earth.  And they lost!  Life on earth would never be the same.  From that moment on, the Garden of Eden was no longer a parcel of paradise.  The old evil foe had injected the venom of sin, and sin infected it all.  Bunnies ran away in fear, and hungry tigers killed.  Thorns and thistles appeared to make growing things difficult.  Sin brought heartache and hurt feelings.  It infiltrated the first home and every home thereafter - spousal spats and crabby kids, anger and abuse all stared here in this garden.

Worst of all, the rebellion of Adam and Eve ruined their relationship with God.  They now had pitched their tent in Satan’s camp and bonded themselves to him by the chains of sin.  They were caught in his death trap, sliding down the greased water slide of eternal separation from God and his love.  The fall into sin was no little boo-boo that warranted a slap on the wrist.  Adam and Eve had locked the human race into enmity, hostility, and hatred against God, deserving only his anger in return.  And there was absolutely nothing they could do to bleach out the stain of sin.  They tried cover-up and made coverings for themselves (7).  They tried hiding.  They hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden (8).  Like you can hide from God!  They tried blaming someone or something else.  “The woman you put here with me - she gave me some fruit from the tree” (12).  “The serpent [you made] deceived me” (13).  In essence they were blaming God for their problem!  God had every right to pronounce a death sentence on Adam and Eve and send them to hell with Satan, their new friend, to rot there forever.  The problem started there in a garden.
If you were unaware of this biblical fact, you would not understand why there are problems in this world.  Why do you think terrorists hijack planes and kill innocent people?  Why do thieves break into apartments, steal TVs and DVD players?  Why do people get drunk or do drugs?  Why do young people experiment with sex outside of marriage?  Why do filthy men harass women and others absent themselves into couch-potato-dom?  Why do you and I find ourselves looking across the aisle at other people whom we consider to be worse sinners than ourselves?  Why do we hold grudges, get jealous, and talk behind other people’s backs?  Why do we sometimes seek happiness our own way as if we are so smart, as if God doesn’t know what’s good for us?  You can do all the analysis you want.  You can blame it on a person’s upbringing or a dysfunctional family or traumatic childhood, but the bottom line is still sin.  It’s not only all around us.  It’s in us.  And there is absolutely nothing we can do to bleach out the stain of sin.

Only when we recognize how powerful sin is, how it tears us away from God, how it locks us into Satan’s grubby old hands, only then will we appreciate God’s program to save us!  The problem started there in a garden.

The promise started there
If you never read the Bible before and started from the beginning, you would first of all find the awe-inspiring account of God creating the universe in just six natural twenty-four hour days.  In chapter two of Genesis God zooms our attention in on the perfect relationship which he designed to have with humans.  Then, in chapter three you have the account of how Adam and Eve blew it all apart.  If you never read the Bible before, what would you expect God to do?  You would expect that he would hunt them down and hurl them into an eternal dungeon.  But God is big on surprises.  The biggest one is this: instead of condemning them, he condemned Satan.  He started by addressing the snake, the vehicle of temptation, “Cursed are you above all livestock” (14), creating in us a natural aversion for creepy, crawling things - a reminder of the reality of this historical event.

But God was not done.  He went on to address the tempter himself and in the process made an awesome promise, “I will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman” (15).   “Despite the fact that you, Satan, have made the woman your friend, I will make you enemies again.  I will make her realize you are not her friend, and I will make her hostile to you just as she should have been before.  And, Satan, I will put enmity between your offspring [all who follow you and do what you want] and hers [all whom I, the Lord, will lead to believe in me]” (15).  Did you catch how big the promise was?  God promised that he would not only make Adam and Eve his friends again, but that many of their descendants would also trust in him rather than be friends with Satan.

How was he going to do that?  How would he accomplish that tremendous transformation?  “Lord, what’s the program?”  Listen to the rest of the promise, “He [one special offspring of the woman] will crush your head [Satan], and you will strike his heel” (15).  It’s interesting to note that God did not at this time announce when or who that special offspring would be.  That must have driven the devil crazy.  At least until the promises of God unfolded in greater detail in the Old Testament Scriptures, Satan had to beware of each and every child born to each and every woman.  As far as Satan knew, any of them could have been that promised offspring who would destroy him.  Satan knew that although he would get in a snake-like strike at the Promised Offspring, he could not win.  The victory would go to Eve’s Descendant, not the devil.

Victory is exactly what Jesus won!  While on this earth, he had to withstand the snake-like strikes of the devil.  Think of how he was tempted by Satan in the desert for forty days at the beginning of his ministry.  He came out the winner!  Think of what the writer to the Hebrews said of Jesus.  Since the children [of the world, of Adam and Eve] have flesh and blood, [Jesus], too, shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who hold the power of death - that is, the devil (He 2:14).  Think of what John wrote, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work” (1 Jn 3:18).  He lived the perfect life God expected of Adam and Eve and everyone else to live.  Jesus also took on himself the sins of everyone.  God made him who had no sin to be sin in our place, so that in him we might be considered righteous before God (2 Cor 5:21).  And when Jesus cried, “It is finished!” (Jn 19:30), he announced to the world - to you and to me - “Satan is conquered!  I have won the war!”  He crushed the serpent’s head.

That was the promise God gave, a promise in place of punishment.  That promise brightened each day for Adam and Eve for the rest of their lives.  By that promise they knew God loved them and would send a Child some time in the future who would undo what they had done.  They had brought sin.  He would bring salvation.  They had ruined their relationship with God.  He would bring a reunion with God.  By trusting in that coming Redeemer, Adam and Eve were reunited with the Lord.

We are among those descendants of Adam and Eve who are enemies of Satan and friends with God.  He made us his friends by leading us to believe in that special offspring of Eve’s, Jesus Christ.  God was angry at Jesus instead of us.  Like a man walking through a field of tall grass who gets bitten on the heel by a snake and then turns, shakes off the snake, and squishes its head, so Satan struck Jesus’ heel, made him suffer, but in the process Jesus crushed the serpent’s head.  The power of Satan has been overcome.  He may try to win a battle or two over us, but the war has already been won.  We are the Lord’s.  The promise started there in a garden.

That promise stretches like a long golden thread from that garden to Golgotha to Faith Lutheran Church in Radcliff.  All this so we could live in the garden of God’s love forever.  So the next time someone asks, “What’s the program?” tell him or her, “God’s program to save started in a garden!”  Amen.

